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The Center for Sustainability and the Environment (CSE), through its member students and affiliated 
faculty, encourages all Albion students to develop an awareness of the physical makeup of the biosphere 
and an appreciation of the vulnerability of the ecosystem. It further encourages students to explore 
environmental issues from multidisciplinary perspectives and to recognize that their actions have 
environmental consequences.  
 
Majors 

Environmental Science Major (B.S.) 
The ten-unit environmental science major provides broad exposure to environmental sciences at 
the introductory level, focused work in science at the upper level and a set of cognates designed 
to show the social and humanistic context in which scientists work. 
 
Environmental Studies Major (B.A.) 
The ten-unit environmental studies major provides a deep understanding of the complex 
relationships among natural and social systems, as well as a proficiency in the analytical, 
rhetorical and creative skills necessary to perceive the wonders of the natural and human worlds 
and to solve the environmental challenges we face in the twenty-first century. 

Sustainability Studies (B.A.) 
The major in sustainability studies at Albion College is an interdisciplinary, international program 
that is grounded in the social sciences and designed for students who are engaged in today’s and 
tomorrow’s sustainability challenges. Students develop an understanding of human prosperity, 
social justice, and ecological integrity as essential elements in a sustainable world. Students 
explore the relationships among the economy, lifestyle, politics and policy, the physical 
environment, natural resource use, climate change and biodiversity preservation. A required 
international experience stresses the global dimensions of sustainability and introduces other 
nations’ approaches to sustainability. Students prepare for careers as sustainability professionals 
in corporate and civic settings, policy advocates, and educators. 

Concentrations 
Environmental Science Concentration 
Some environmental careers are practiced primarily in one field of science. Students interested in 
pursuing such careers should consider the option of a science major with an environmental 
science concentration. It is strongly advised that students talk with science faculty in choosing 
their option. A major in biology, chemistry, geology, mathematics, mathematics/physics, or 
physics and six additional courses are required for the concentration 

Environmental Studies Concentration 
The environmental studies concentration is designed for students who have an interest in 
environmental issues and plan careers in related fields. Due to the varying interests and 
backgrounds of the students who choose this option, the choice of courses for this concentration 
is more open than in the environmental science concentration. Participating students may pursue a 
major in any field. Students who complete this concentration might, for example, enter science 
journalism or work for environmental advocacy groups. 


